
The Stories of Bennett Payne Baxter and
Other Pioneers of Early Anaheim
The city of Anaheim, California, is renowned today as the home of
Disneyland and a bustling tourist destination. However, its origins lie in the
struggles and triumphs of a group of intrepid pioneers who arrived in the
mid-19th century, seeking a new life and the promise of a better future.

Among these pioneers, Bennett Payne Baxter stands out as a visionary
leader and a pivotal figure in Anaheim's early development. Born in
Missouri in 1821, Baxter embarked on a remarkable journey that would
forever shape the destiny of this Southern California city.
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In 1857, Baxter arrived in the Anaheim Landing (later renamed Anaheim)
with his family and a small group of fellow travelers. They were drawn to
the area by the promise of fertile land, an abundance of water, and the
opportunity to establish a thriving community.

Upon their arrival, Baxter and his companions faced numerous challenges.
The land was wild and uncultivated, and the indigenous Tongva people
were initially resistant to the settlers' presence. However, Baxter's
determination and diplomatic skills helped to establish a harmonious
relationship with the Native Americans and pave the way for the
development of the new settlement.

The Establishment of Anaheim

Baxter played a central role in the founding and governance of Anaheim.
He served as the town's first mayor from 1859 to 1862, during which time
he oversaw the establishment of essential infrastructure, such as roads,
schools, and a courthouse. He also worked tirelessly to promote Anaheim's
agricultural potential and attract new settlers to the area.

Under Baxter's leadership, Anaheim rapidly grew and prospered. By the
1870s, it had become a thriving agricultural hub, known for its vineyards,
orchards, and the production of wine and citrus fruits. Baxter's
entrepreneurial spirit and unwavering faith in the town's potential laid the
foundation for its future success.

Other Notable Early Anaheim Pioneers

Bennett Payne Baxter was not alone in his vision for Anaheim. Alongside
him, numerous other pioneers played equally vital roles in shaping the city's
early history and development.



Andrew Glassell: A businessman and politician who served as
Anaheim's second mayor and was instrumental in promoting the
town's citrus industry.

James McFadden: A physician and philanthropist who established
Anaheim's first hospital and dedicated his life to improving the
community's health and well-being.

George Hansen: A Danish immigrant who founded Anaheim's first
blacksmith shop and served as the town's postmaster for many years.

Catherine Wilhelm: A schoolteacher and civic leader who founded the
Anaheim Public Library and was a tireless advocate for education.

The Legacy of the Early Pioneers

The stories of Bennett Payne Baxter and the other early Anaheim pioneers
are a testament to the indomitable spirit and determination that shaped the
American frontier. Through their hard work, sacrifices, and unwavering
belief in their vision, they laid the foundation for the vibrant and thriving city
that Anaheim is today.

The legacy of these pioneers continues to inspire and guide the people of
Anaheim. Their names grace streets, parks, and buildings throughout the
city, serving as a perpetual reminder of their contributions and the enduring
values that have shaped Anaheim's identity.

The early history of Anaheim is a fascinating journey filled with adventure,
adversity, and triumph. At its heart are the stories of Bennett Payne Baxter
and the other pioneers who dared to dream of a better future and worked
tirelessly to make that dream a reality.



As we celebrate the rich heritage of Anaheim, let us remember and honor
these extraordinary individuals who shaped its destiny and left an
unforgettable mark on the tapestry of our shared history.
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