
The Ramona Isbell Letter: A Heartbreaking
Plea for Justice in the Emmett Till Case
On August 24, 1955, a 14-year-old black boy named Emmett Till was
brutally murdered in Money, Mississippi. Till had been accused of whistling
at a white woman, and two white men, Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam, decided
to take matters into their own hands.

Till was abducted from his great-uncle's home in the middle of the night. He
was then taken to a barn, where he was beaten and tortured. Till's body
was later found in the Tallahatchie River, with a 75-pound cotton gin fan
tied around his neck.
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Till's murder sent shockwaves throughout the country. It was a stark
reminder of the racism and violence that black people faced in the South.
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Till's mother, Mamie Till Mobley, was determined to see those responsible
for her son's death brought to justice.

In the months following Till's murder, Mobley wrote a letter to the NAACP. In
the letter, she recounted the horrific events surrounding her son's murder
and expressed her determination to see those responsible brought to
justice.

The letter, which became known as the Ramona Isbell Letter, was a
powerful and moving plea for justice. It helped to galvanize the civil rights
movement and bring national attention to the case of Emmett Till.

The letter begins with Mobley describing the last time she saw her son
alive. She writes:

“"I saw my son for the last time on August 24, 1955, at about
7:30 p.m. He was a happy and healthy boy, full of life and
laughter. He was excited about going to Mississippi to visit his
cousins."”

Mobley then goes on to describe the events surrounding her son's murder.
She writes:

“"On August 28, 1955, I received a telegram from Mississippi
telling me that my son had been killed. I was shocked and



horrified. I couldn't believe that someone could be so cruel and
heartless as to kill a child."”

Mobley then describes the pain and suffering she endured in the aftermath
of her son's death. She writes:

“"The pain of losing my son is unbearable. I can't eat or sleep.
I can't even think straight. I just want justice for my son. I want
the people who killed him to be brought to justice."”

Mobley's letter concludes with a plea for help. She writes:

“"I need your help. I need you to help me find justice for my
son. I need you to help me make sure that his death was not in
vain."”

The Ramona Isbell Letter was a powerful and moving plea for justice. It
helped to galvanize the civil rights movement and bring national attention to
the case of Emmett Till. The letter remains a reminder of the racism and
violence that black people faced in the South, and it continues to inspire
people to fight for justice.

Legacy of the Ramona Isbell Letter

The Ramona Isbell Letter has had a lasting impact on the civil rights
movement. It helped to galvanize the movement and bring national



attention to the case of Emmett Till. The letter also helped to raise
awareness of the racism and violence that black people faced in the South.

The letter continues to be used as a teaching tool in schools and
universities. It is a reminder of the importance of fighting for justice and
standing up against racism.

In 2017, the Ramona Isbell Letter was added to the National Register of
Historic Places. This designation recognizes the letter's historical
significance and its role in the civil rights movement.

The Ramona Isbell Letter is a powerful and moving plea for justice. It is a
reminder of the racism and violence that black people faced in the South,
and it continues to inspire people to fight for justice.
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