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“ "Sir Ben was an extraordinary horse with an incredible
presence. He was a true athlete and an amazing partner to
have in the dressage arena." - Debbie McDonald, Olympic
Dressage Champion ”
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The Early Years

Sir Ben was born in 1984 at Sweetgrass Farm in Canada. Sired by the
Thoroughbred stallion, Ben Nevis III, and out of the Canadian Warmblood
mare, Sweet Cherry, Sir Ben inherited an exceptional blend of athleticism,
intelligence, and trainability.

From a young age, it was evident that Sir Ben possessed an innate talent
for dressage. His graceful movements, natural balance, and eagerness to
learn made him a joy to train. Under the guidance of his owner and trainer,
Beth Perkins, Sir Ben quickly progressed through the lower levels of
dressage competition.

International Success

In 1996, Sir Ben made his international debut at the World Equestrian
Games in The Hague, Netherlands. Despite being only 12 years old, he
impressed judges and spectators alike with his remarkable performance.
His success at the World Equestrian Games earned him a place on the
Canadian Dressage Team for the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta.

At the Olympics, Sir Ben and Beth Perkins delivered an unforgettable
performance, finishing in the top 10. Their success cemented Sir Ben's
status as one of the world's leading dressage horses and brought
international recognition to Sweetgrass Farm.

Over the next few years, Sir Ben continued to excel in international
competition. He won numerous Grand Prix events and was a consistent
member of the Canadian Dressage Team. His elegant movements,
expressive gaits, and unwavering partnership with Beth Perkins made him
a crowd favorite wherever he competed.



Legacy and Impact

Sir Ben retired from competition in 2004, but his legacy in the equestrian
world continued to grow. He became the foundation sire for Sweetgrass
Farm's breeding program, producing a string of successful dressage
horses, including the international Grand Prix Dressage horse, Legolas.

Legolas, ridden by American dressage rider Steffen Peters, has won
numerous Grand Prix events and represented the United States at the
Olympic Games and World Equestrian Games. The influence of Sir Ben's
genetics can be seen in Legolas's athleticism, trainability, and exceptional
performance at the highest levels of dressage.

In addition to his impact on dressage breeding, Sir Ben has also been a
beloved ambassador for the sport. He has appeared in numerous television
documentaries and magazines, inspiring a new generation of riders and
horse enthusiasts.

Retirement and Passing

After his retirement from competition, Sir Ben enjoyed a well-deserved
retirement at Sweetgrass Farm. He spent his days grazing in the pastures,
socializing with other horses, and receiving the love and attention of his
devoted caregivers.

In 2018, at the age of 34, Sir Ben passed away peacefully at Sweetgrass
Farm. He will be remembered as one of the greatest dressage horses of all
time, a true icon of the equestrian world, and a beloved member of the
Sweetgrass Farm family.



Sir Ben of Sweetgrass Farm was an extraordinary horse who left an
indelible mark on the equestrian world. His exceptional athleticism, elegant
movements, and unwavering partnership with Beth Perkins made him a
legend in the sport of dressage.

Through his successful breeding career and inspiring performances, Sir
Ben's legacy will continue to live on for generations to come. He will be
remembered as a true equine athlete, an ambassador for dressage, and an
enduring symbol of the excellence that can be achieved through hard work,
dedication, and the unwavering bond between horse and rider.
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Ontario, Canada
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Roberto Galli: Embracing the Fantasy of
Yankee Doodle
In the realm of equestrian arts, Roberto Galli stands as a maestro of
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