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Beavers are large, semi-aquatic rodents that are native to North America
and Europe. They are known for their ability to build dams and lodges,
which they use for shelter and protection. Beavers are also important
ecosystem engineers, as their dams create wetlands that provide habitat
for a variety of other animals.

Physical Appearance

Beavers are the largest rodents in North America, with adults typically
weighing between 40 and 60 pounds. They have long, thick fur that is
brown or black in color. Beavers also have large, flat tails that they use for
swimming and storing fat.

Habitat

Beavers are found in a variety of habitats, including rivers, streams, ponds,
and lakes. They prefer areas with plenty of vegetation, which they use for
food and building materials. Beavers are also known to dam up streams
and rivers to create ponds and wetlands.

Diet

Beavers are herbivores, and their diet consists mainly of bark, leaves, and
twigs. They also eat aquatic plants, such as water lilies and cattails.
Beavers are known to store food in their lodges for the winter months.

Behavior
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Beavers are social animals that live in colonies of up to 12 individuals. They
are active at night, and they spend their days building dams and lodges.
Beavers are also very territorial, and they will defend their territory from
other beavers and predators.

Reproduction

Beavers typically mate in the spring, and the gestation period is about 105
days. Female beavers give birth to litters of up to four kits. The kits are born
altricial, meaning that they are helpless and dependent on their mother for
care. Beavers reach sexual maturity at about two years of age.

Conservation

Beavers were once hunted for their fur, and their populations were severely
depleted in the 19th and early 20th centuries. However, conservation
efforts have helped to restore beaver populations, and they are now found
in many areas of North America and Europe.

Beavers are fascinating animals that play an important role in the
ecosystem. They are skilled builders, and their dams and lodges provide
habitat for a variety of other animals. Beavers are also herbivores, and their
diet helps to control the growth of vegetation. Beavers are an important part
of the North American and European landscape, and they deserve our
protection.
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