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Keith Koeneman, the former executive director of Samaritan's Purse,
passed away on February 14, 2023, at the age of 67. His death is a
profound loss to the global humanitarian community and to all who had the
privilege of knowing him.

Koeneman dedicated his life to alleviating human suffering and fostering
compassion around the world. As the head of Samaritan's Purse, he
oversaw the organization's disaster relief operations, medical missions, and
community development programs in over 100 countries.

A Life of Service

Koeneman grew up in a devout Christian family in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
From a young age, he was instilled with a deep sense of compassion and a
desire to serve others. After graduating from college, he joined Samaritan's
Purse in 1982, and quickly rose through the ranks, becoming the
organization's executive director in 1993.

Under Koeneman's leadership, Samaritan's Purse expanded its reach and
impact, becoming one of the world's leading humanitarian organizations.
He led the organization's response to major disasters, including the 2004
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Indian Ocean tsunami, the 2010 Haiti earthquake, and the 2015 Nepal
earthquake.

Koeneman was also a tireless advocate for the world's poor and
vulnerable. He spoke out against injustice and oppression, and he worked
to raise awareness of the needs of the suffering. He was a passionate
believer in the power of compassion and the importance of human dignity.

A Legacy of Compassion

Koeneman's legacy is one of compassion, service, and unwavering
commitment to alleviating human suffering. He touched the lives of millions
of people around the world, and his work will continue to inspire and impact
generations to come.

In the wake of his passing, Samaritan's Purse has established the Keith
Koeneman Memorial Fund to honor his legacy and continue his work. The
fund will support the organization's disaster relief, medical missions, and
community development programs around the world.

Keith Koeneman was a true humanitarian and a beacon of hope for the
suffering. His life and work will forever be remembered and celebrated.

Personal Reflections

Those who knew Koeneman personally describe him as a man of deep
faith, humility, and compassion. He was always willing to go the extra mile
to help those in need, and he had a gift for connecting with people from all
walks of life.



"Keith was a true servant leader," said Franklin Graham, president of
Samaritan's Purse. "He had a heart for the hurting and a passion for
sharing the love of Christ. He will be deeply missed, but his legacy will
continue to inspire us all."

Koeneman's wife, Karen, said that her husband was "a man of great faith
and integrity. He loved God and he loved people. He lived his life serving
others, and he made a difference in the world."

The passing of Keith Koeneman is a profound loss for the world. He was a
tireless advocate for the poor and vulnerable, and he dedicated his life to
alleviating human suffering. His legacy of compassion and service will
continue to inspire and impact generations to come.

In the words of Keith Koeneman himself, "The greatest thing we can do is
to love one another and to serve one another." Let us all strive to live by his
example and to continue his work of making the world a better place.
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