
Reading Contemporary Electric Bass Guitar
Technique
The electric bass guitar has evolved significantly over the past few
decades, with new techniques and styles emerging to redefine the
instrument's role in modern music. Reading contemporary electric bass
guitar technique can be a daunting task, but it is essential for any aspiring
bassist who wants to keep up with the latest trends and push the
boundaries of their playing. This comprehensive guide will provide you with
everything you need to know to read and understand contemporary electric
bass guitar technique, from advanced fingerstyle to innovative slap bass
lines.
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Fingerstyle technique is the foundation of contemporary electric bass
playing. It involves using the fingers of your right hand to pluck the strings,
creating a wide range of tones and articulations. The most common
fingerstyle techniques include:

Index finger plucking: The most basic fingerstyle technique, using
the index finger to pluck the strings.

Middle finger plucking: A more advanced technique, using the
middle finger to pluck the strings. This allows for a more controlled and
precise attack.

Thumb plucking: A versatile technique that can be used to create a
variety of tones, from soft and mellow to aggressive and percussive.

Two-finger plucking: A combination of index finger and middle finger
plucking, allowing for complex and rapid-fire basslines.

Three-finger plucking: A rare but highly advanced technique, using
the index finger, middle finger, and thumb to pluck the strings
simultaneously.



Slap Bass Technique

Slap bass technique is a percussive style of playing that involves slapping
the strings with the thumb and popping them with the fingers. This creates
a distinctive, funky sound that has become a staple of many genres of
music, including funk, soul, and hip-hop. The basic slap bass technique
involves:

Thumb slap: Striking the string with the thumb to create a sharp,
percussive sound.

Finger pop: Pulling the string up with the fingers to create a more
subtle, popping sound.

Slap-pop: A combination of the thumb slap and finger pop, creating a
complex and rhythmic sound.
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Slap bass technique is a percussive style of playing that involves slapping the strings
with the thumb and popping them with the fingers.

Other Advanced Techniques

In addition to fingerstyle and slap bass technique, there are a number of
other advanced techniques that contemporary electric bass players use to
create unique and expressive basslines. These techniques include:

Tapping: Striking the strings with the fingers of your left hand, creating
a percussive and melodic sound.

Double thumbing: A technique that involves using both thumbs to
pluck the strings, creating a fast and powerful bassline.
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Triplets: Playing three notes in the space of two beats, creating a
more complex and syncopated rhythm.

Artificial harmonics: Creating harmonic sounds by lightly touching
the strings with the left hand while plucking them with the right hand.

Natural harmonics: Creating harmonic sounds by lightly touching the
strings at specific points, creating a bell-like tone.

Reading Bass Notation

In order to read contemporary electric bass guitar technique, you need to
be able to understand bass notation. Bass notation is a system of notation
that uses symbols to represent the notes played on the bass guitar. The
most common bass notation symbols include:

Notes: Notes are represented by oval-shaped symbols placed on the
staff.

Stems: Stems are lines that extend from the notes to indicate the
direction of the pitch.

Flags: Flags are small lines that are attached to the stems to indicate
the duration of the note.

Dots: Dots are placed next to notes to indicate that the note is held for
half again as long as its normal duration.

Clef: The clef is a symbol that is placed at the beginning of the staff to
indicate the range of notes that will be played.



Reading contemporary electric bass guitar technique can be a challenging
but rewarding experience. By understanding the different techniques and
symbols used in bass notation, you can open up a whole new world of
musical possibilities. With practice and dedication, you can master the art
of reading contemporary electric bass guitar technique and become a more
versatile and expressive bass player.
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