
Post Election Violence In Africa: The Impact
Of Judicial Independence (African
Governance)
Elections are crucial processes in democratic societies, providing citizens
with the opportunity to choose their leaders and shape their political
destiny. However, in many African countries, post-election violence has
become a persistent and alarming problem, threatening the stability and
development of the continent.

Causes of Post-Election Violence

The causes of post-election violence are complex and multifaceted, but
several underlying factors can contribute to its occurrence:

Political Polarization: Intense political competition and deep-seated
divisions can create an atmosphere of distrust and tension, making it
easier for violence to erupt.

Weak Institutions: Fragile electoral commissions, poorly trained
security forces, and biased judiciaries may fail to prevent or effectively
respond to violence, further fueling unrest.

Electoral Irregularities: Allegations of fraud, voter intimidation, and
other irregularities can cast doubt on the legitimacy of election results,
leading to protests and violence.

Economic Disparities: Poverty, unemployment, and inequality can
create a sense of grievance and frustration among marginalized
groups, making them more susceptible to manipulation and violence.



Historical Trauma: Past experiences of conflict and violence can
leave deep scars and mistrust, making it more difficult for societies to
resolve disputes peacefully.

Impact of Post-Election Violence

Post-election violence has devastating consequences for African countries,
impacting both their short-term and long-term development:
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Loss of Life and Displacement: The most immediate and tragic
impact is the loss of life and the displacement of populations. Violence
can lead to mass killings, injuries, and the destruction of property.

Political Instability: Post-election violence can destabilize
governments, leading to a breakdown of law and order and a loss of
public confidence. It can also create or deepen political divisions,
making it difficult to build consensus and address other pressing
issues.
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Economic Costs: Violence can disrupt economic activity, damage
infrastructure, and harm businesses. It can lead to trade disruptions,
investment flight, and a loss of revenue for governments.

Social Cohesion: Violence erodes social trust and community bonds,
tearing apart relationships and creating a climate of fear and insecurity.

Long-Term Developmental Challenges: Post-election violence can
have lasting effects on a country's development, hindering progress in
areas such as education, healthcare, and economic growth.

Tackling Post-Election Violence

Addressing post-election violence requires a comprehensive and multi-
pronged approach involving governments, international organizations, civil
society groups, and the wider population:

Strengthening Institutions: Building strong and independent
electoral commissions, security forces, and judiciaries is crucial for
ensuring fair and credible elections and preventing or suppressing
violence.

Promoting Electoral Inclusivity and Transparency: Ensuring that all
citizens have an equal opportunity to participate in the electoral
process and that results are transparent and verifiable can help reduce
grievances and prevent violence.

Addressing Economic Disparities: Implementing measures to
reduce poverty, create jobs, and promote economic equality can help
address underlying causes of frustration and violence.

Promoting Dialogue and Reconciliation: Fostering dialogue
between political parties, civil society groups, and communities can



help build trust and resolve conflicts peacefully. Truth and
reconciliation commissions can also play a role in addressing past
grievances.

Capacity Building for Conflict Prevention and Management:
Training security forces and civil society organizations in conflict
prevention and management techniques can improve their ability to
anticipate and respond to potential violence.

International Cooperation: The international community can provide
support for electoral assistance, conflict prevention, and post-conflict
reconstruction. Regional organizations and the United Nations can
play a key role in promoting stability and mediating disputes.

Notable Cases of Post-Election Violence in Africa

Several African countries have faced severe post-election violence,
including:

Kenya: In 2007 and 2017, Kenya experienced outbreaks of violence
after disputed election results. The violence led to hundreds of deaths
and the displacement of thousands of people.

Côte d'Ivoire: A contested election in 2010 triggered a bloody civil war
that claimed the lives of thousands and displaced millions.

South Sudan: The country's independence referendum in 2011 and its
subsequent elections have been marred by violence, contributing to an
ongoing conflict that has caused widespread suffering.

Nigeria: Nigeria has experienced sporadic post-election violence, with
allegations of electoral fraud and manipulation fueling unrest in several
regions.



Burundi: Protests and violence erupted in 2015 after President Pierre
Nkurunziza's controversial decision to seek a third term. The violence
resulted in hundreds of deaths and a political crisis.

Post-election violence remains a major threat to the stability and
development of African countries. It undermines democratic processes,
inflicts immense human suffering, and hampers economic progress.
Tackling this scourge requires a concerted effort to strengthen institutions,
promote inclusivity, address grievances, and foster dialogue and
reconciliation. By working together, governments, international
organizations, civil society, and the wider population can create a continent
where elections are peaceful and the will of the people is respected.
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