
Politics and Culture in the United States Since
1979
The year 1979 marked a significant turning point in American history. The
Iranian Revolution, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, and the energy crisis
all contributed to a widespread sense of unease and uncertainty. At the
same time, the rise of the New Right and the election of Ronald Reagan
ushered in a period of conservative ascendancy that would have a
profound impact on both politics and culture.
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In this article, we will explore the complex relationship between politics and
culture in the United States since 1979. We will examine how cultural shifts
have influenced political discourse and policies, and how political events
have shaped cultural norms and values.

The Rise of the New Right
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The New Right was a conservative movement that emerged in the United
States in the 1970s. It was a reaction to the social and cultural changes of
the 1960s, such as the civil rights movement, the women's rights
movement, and the sexual revolution. The New Right promoted a
conservative agenda that emphasized traditional values, free markets, and
a strong national defense.

The New Right had a significant impact on American politics. In 1980,
Ronald Reagan was elected president on a platform of conservative
values. Reagan's presidency marked a shift to the right in American politics,
and he implemented a number of conservative policies, such as tax cuts,
deregulation, and increased military spending.

The Cultural Impact of Conservatism

The rise of the New Right had a significant impact on American culture.
Conservative values became more prominent in popular culture, and there
was a backlash against the social and cultural changes of the 1960s. This
backlash was reflected in the rise of the religious right, the anti-abortion
movement, and the Moral Majority.

The conservative cultural agenda was not without its critics. Many liberals
and progressives argued that it was a threat to individual rights and
freedoms. They also argued that it was based on a narrow and intolerant
view of American values.

The Culture Wars

The culture wars were a series of debates over social and cultural issues
that took place in the United States in the 1980s and 1990s. These debates
were often fought along partisan lines, with conservatives and liberals



taking opposing sides on issues such as abortion, gay rights, and gun
control.

The culture wars had a significant impact on American politics and culture.
They helped to polarize the electorate and create a more hostile
environment for political debate. They also contributed to the decline of
civility in American society.

The Rise of Multiculturalism

The 1980s and 1990s also saw the rise of multiculturalism in the United
States. Multiculturalism is the idea that different cultures should be
celebrated and respected. It is a reaction to the dominance of white culture
in American society.

Multiculturalism has had a significant impact on American culture. It has led
to a greater awareness of different cultures and a more inclusive view of
American identity. It has also helped to challenge traditional notions of race
and ethnicity.

The Globalization of Culture

The globalization of culture is the process by which cultural products and
ideas are spread around the world. This process has been accelerated by
the rise of the internet and social media. The globalization of culture has
had a significant impact on both American culture and politics.

On the one hand, the globalization of culture has led to a greater
awareness of different cultures and a more cosmopolitan view of the world.
On the other hand, it has also led to concerns about the loss of traditional
American values and the rise of a global monoculture.



The Impact of Technology

Technology has had a profound impact on both politics and culture in the
United States since 1979. The rise of the internet and social media has led
to a more informed and engaged citizenry. It has also made it easier for
people to connect with others who share their interests and values.

However, technology has also had some negative consequences. The rise
of social media has led to the spread of misinformation and the creation of
echo chambers. It has also made it easier for people to engage in online
harassment.

The relationship between politics and culture in the United States since
1979 has been complex and dynamic. Cultural shifts have influenced
political discourse and policies, and political events have shaped cultural
norms and values. The rise of the New Right, the culture wars, the
globalization of culture, and the impact of technology are just a few of the
factors that have shaped the American cultural landscape over the past
four decades.

As we look to the future, it is important to understand the complex
relationship between politics and culture. By ng so, we can better
understand the challenges and opportunities that face our society.
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