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Patrick Joseph Lucey was born on March 21, 1918, in Springfield,
Wisconsin. The son of Irish immigrants, he was raised in a devout Catholic
family. Lucey attended Marquette University in Milwaukee, where he
earned a bachelor's degree in political science. He then went on to the
University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School, graduating in 1942.

Military Service

Upon graduating from law school, Lucey joined the U.S. Army during World
War II. He served in the Pacific Theater and was awarded the Bronze Star
for his actions during the Battle of Okinawa.

Political Career

After the war, Lucey returned to Wisconsin and began his political career.
He was elected to the Wisconsin State Assembly in 1948 and served as the
assembly speaker from 1953 to 1957. In 1964, he was elected lieutenant
governor of Wisconsin, serving under Governor Warren Knowles.

Governorship

In 1970, Lucey was elected governor of Wisconsin. He served two terms,
from 1971 to 1979. As governor, Lucey implemented a number of
progressive policies, including:

* Education reform: Lucey increased funding for public schools and
created the Wisconsin Higher Educational Aids Board to provide financial
assistance to college students. * Environmental protection: Lucey
established the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and signed
into law landmark legislation to protect the state's air, water, and land. *
Civil rights: Lucey appointed more women and minorities to government



positions than any previous governor and worked to end discrimination in
housing and employment.

Lucey was also a strong advocate for labor unions and workers' rights. He
signed into law a bill that created a state minimum wage and another bill
that allowed public employees to collectively bargain.

Later Life and Legacy

After leaving office, Lucey remained active in public life. He served as the
U.S. ambassador to Mexico from 1979 to 1981 and as a member of the
board of directors for several corporations and non-profit organizations.

Lucey died on June 29, 2014, at the age of 96. He is remembered as a
visionary leader and dedicated public servant who left a lasting legacy on
the state of Wisconsin.

Patrick Lucey's Impact on Wisconsin

Patrick Lucey's progressive policies had a profound impact on the state of
Wisconsin. His education reforms helped to improve the quality of
education for all Wisconsin students. His environmental protection
measures helped to preserve the state's natural beauty and protect its
citizens from pollution. His civil rights initiatives helped to create a more just
and equitable society for all Wisconsinites.

Lucey's legacy continues to inspire Wisconsinites to this day. His
commitment to public service, his passion for justice, and his belief in the
power of government to make a difference in people's lives are ideals that
continue to guide the state's leaders and citizens.



Patrick Lucey was a remarkable leader who left a lasting legacy on the
state of Wisconsin. His progressive policies, his commitment to public
service, and his unwavering belief in the power of government to make a
difference in people's lives continue to inspire Wisconsinites to this day.
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