
Lyric Eye: The Poetics of Twentieth Century
Surveillance
Surveillance has been a defining feature of the twentieth century. From the
rise of the modern surveillance state to the development of new
technologies of surveillance, the increasing scrutiny of our lives has had a
profound impact on the way we live and think about ourselves.

Poets have been particularly敏感to the rise of surveillance. As observers
and chroniclers of their time, poets have been quick to recognize the ways
in which surveillance has shaped the human experience.
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This essay will explore the ways in which surveillance has shaped the
literature of the 20th century. We will begin by examining the rise of the
modern surveillance state and its impact on poets such as T.S. Eliot and
Ezra Pound.
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We will then turn our attention to the development of new technologies of
surveillance, such as the telephone, the camera, and the computer. We will
see how these technologies have been used to surveil poets and how
poets have responded to this surveillance in their work.

Finally, we will consider the future of surveillance and its implications for
poets. As surveillance becomes increasingly pervasive and intrusive, what
will it mean to be a poet in the 21st century?

The Rise of the Modern Surveillance State

The modern surveillance state emerged in the late 19th century with the
rise of industrial capitalism. As cities grew and populations became more
mobile, governments sought new ways to control their citizens.

One of the most effective ways to control a population is to surveil it. By
monitoring people's movements, communications, and activities,
governments can identify potential threats and take steps to prevent them.

The rise of the modern surveillance state was a major turning point in
history. For the first time, governments had the ability to surveil their
citizens on a mass scale.

This new era of surveillance had a profound impact on poets. Poets such
as T.S. Eliot and Ezra Pound were among the first to recognize the threat
that surveillance posed to individual liberty.

In his poem "The Waste Land," Eliot writes about the "unreal city" where
people are "under observation." He describes a world in which people are



constantly being watched and judged, and where there is no escape from
the prying eyes of the state.

Pound, in his poem "Canto XIII," writes about the "secret agents" who are
"watching us." He warns that these agents are "everywhere" and that they
are "watching everything we do."

Eliot and Pound were not the only poets to be concerned about the rise of
the modern surveillance state. Other poets, such as W.H. Auden, Bertolt
Brecht, and Anna Akhmatova, also wrote about the dangers of surveillance.

These poets recognized that surveillance was a threat to individual liberty
and that it could be used to suppress dissent and silence criticism.

The Development of New Technologies of Surveillance

The development of new technologies of surveillance in the 20th century
further increased the ability of governments to surveil their citizens.

The telephone, the camera, and the computer were all developed in the
20th century, and each of these technologies was quickly adopted by
governments for surveillance purposes.

The telephone allowed governments to monitor people's conversations.
The camera allowed governments to document people's movements and
activities. And the computer allowed governments to store and analyze vast
amounts of data about people.

These new technologies of surveillance gave governments unprecedented
power to surveil their citizens. And as governments became more



sophisticated in their use of surveillance, poets became more outspoken in
their criticism of it.

In her poem "Surveillance," Auden writes about the "watchers" who are
"always there" and who "know everything about us." He describes a world
in which people are constantly being monitored and judged, and where
there is no escape from the prying eyes of the state.

Brecht, in his play "The Life of Galileo," writes about the dangers of
surveillance when it is used to suppress dissent. He tells the story of
Galileo, a scientist who is forced to recant his heliocentric theory because it
contradicts the teachings of the church.

Akhmatova, in her poem "Requiem," writes about the suffering of the
victims of Stalin's terror. She describes the long lines of people waiting to
be arrested and the fear that gripped the entire nation.

These poets recognized that surveillance was a threat to individual liberty
and that it could be used to suppress dissent and silence criticism.

The Future of Surveillance

As we enter the 21st century, surveillance is becoming increasingly
pervasive and intrusive. New technologies, such as facial recognition and
predictive policing, are giving governments the ability to surveil their
citizens in ways that were once unimaginable.

This new era of surveillance has serious implications for poets. As
surveillance becomes more pervasive, it will be increasingly difficult for
poets to write freely and openly about the world around them.



Poets have always played an important role in society by speaking truth to
power. They have exposed injustice, challenged authority, and given voice
to the voiceless.

In the 21st century, poets will need to continue to play this role. They will
need to be vigilant in their criticism of surveillance and they will need to find
new ways to write about the world around them without fear of reprisal.

The future of surveillance is uncertain. But one thing is for sure: poets will
continue to play an important role in shaping the debate about surveillance
and its implications for individual liberty.

Surveillance has been a defining feature of the 20th century. From the rise
of the modern surveillance state to the development of new technologies of
surveillance, the increasing scrutiny of our lives has had a profound impact
on the way we live and think about ourselves.

Poets have been particularlysensitiveto the rise of surveillance. As
observers and chroniclers of their time, poets have been quick to recognize
the ways in which surveillance has shaped the human experience.

This essay has explored the ways in which surveillance has shaped the
literature of the 20th century. We have seen how poets have responded to
the rise of the modern surveillance state, the development of new
technologies of surveillance, and the future of surveillance.

As we enter the 21st century, surveillance is becoming increasingly
pervasive and intrusive. This new era of surveillance has serious
implications for poets. But one thing is for sure: poets will continue to play



an important role in shaping the debate about surveillance and its
implications for individual liberty.
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