Joanna Hickson: The Agincourt Bride Who
Embodied the Spirit of Medieval England

In the annals of history, the name Joanna Hickson may not be as well-
known as Joan of Arc or Queen Elizabeth I, but her story is no less

remarkable. As the Agincourt Bride, she became a symbol of hope and
resilience during one of the most tumultuous periods in English history.

Joanna was born in the small village of Hickson, Yorkshire, in 1390. Her
father was a farmer, and her mother was a devout Catholic. Joanna was
raised in a simple, rural lifestyle, but she was always eager to learn and
explore. As she grew older, she became increasingly interested in the world
outside her village.
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In 1413, when Joanna was 23 years old, England was embroiled in the
Hundred Years' War with France. King Henry V had recently ascended to
the throne, and he was determined to prove himself as a worthy successor
to his father, Henry IV. Henry V's ambitious plans included a campaign to
conquer France, and he began to raise an army to support his cause.

Joanna was inspired by Henry V's call to arms. She left her village and
traveled to London, where she joined a group of other women who were
eager to support the war effort. These women were known as the
"Agincourt Brides," and they were determined to follow their men into battle
and provide them with support and comfort.

The Agincourt Brides traveled with Henry V's army to France, and they
were present at the Battle of Agincourt on October 25, 1415. The battle was
a resounding victory for the English, and it cemented Henry V's reputation
as a great military leader. The Agincourt Brides played a vital role in the
battle, providing medical care to the wounded and encouraging the soldiers
to fight on.

After the Battle of Agincourt, Joanna and the other Agincourt Brides
returned to England as heroes. They were hailed as symbols of courage
and sacrifice, and they were given a hero's welcome in London. Joanna
was presented with a gold medal by Henry V, and she was given a pension
for life.

Joanna Hickson spent the rest of her life in London. She married a man
named John Wycliffe, and they had several children. Joanna became a
respected member of the community, and she was a generous benefactor
to the poor and needy. She died in 1460, at the age of 70.



Joanna Hickson's story is a testament to the resilience and strength of the
human spirit in the face of adversity. She was a woman who lived a life of
adventure and courage, and she played a vital role in one of the most
important battles in English history. Her story is an inspiration to us all.

Joanna Hickson in Popular Culture
Joanna Hickson has been featured in several works of popular culture,
including:
= The 1944 film The Battle of Agincourt, in which she is played by
actress Phyllis Calvert.

= The 2012 novel The Agincourt Bride by Alison Weir, which tells the
story of Joanna's life.

= The 2015 television series The White Queen, in which she is played by
actress Faye Marsay.

Joanna Hickson's story continues to inspire people today. She is a
reminder that even in the most difficult of times, the human spirit can
triumph.
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