
Jack Builds Robot: An Enchanting Tale of
Friendship, Creativity, and the Power of
Imagination
Jack Builds Robot, written by Newbery Medalist Liesl Shurtliff, is a
captivating middle-grade novel that follows the heartwarming journey of a
young boy named Jack and his extraordinary creation, a robot named
Robot.

The Boy and His Robot

Jack is an imaginative and curious child. One day, while exploring his
grandmother's attic, he stumbles upon a treasure trove of spare parts and
discarded electronics. Inspired by the possibilities, Jack embarks on a
secret project: to build a robot.
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With a screwdriver in hand and a twinkle in his eye, Jack spends countless
hours in the attic, assembling and reassembling the remnants of old
machines. Through trial and error, he learns the principles of engineering
and the intricate workings of circuitry.
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As Jack's creation takes shape, he names it Robot. Robot is not just a
machine; it is a reflection of Jack's boundless imagination and his desire for
companionship.

The Adventure Begins

Once Robot is complete, Jack and his newfound friend venture out into the
world. Together, they share countless adventures, from playing games in
the park to exploring the nearby forest. Along the way, they encounter
challenges and obstacles that test their friendship and resilience.

Robot's unique perspective and extraordinary abilities often surprise those
they meet. He is capable of solving complex puzzles, speaking multiple
languages, and even playing chess. However, Robot's true power lies in his
unwavering loyalty and his ability to bring joy to Jack's life.

The Power of Imagination

Jack Builds Robot is not only an adventure story but also a celebration of
imagination and creativity. Jack's ability to transform a pile of discarded
parts into a beloved companion is a testament to the transformative power
of the human mind.

The novel encourages readers to embrace their own imaginations and to
pursue their passions, no matter how unconventional they may seem. It
teaches the importance of perseverance, problem-solving, and the
boundless possibilities that stem from creative thinking.

Themes of Friendship and Inclusivity

Throughout the story, the bond between Jack and Robot grows stronger
with each passing day. They learn to rely on each other, support each other



through thick and thin, and celebrate their differences.

Jack Builds Robot also explores themes of inclusivity and acceptance.
Robot, despite his unique appearance and abilities, is embraced by Jack's
family and friends. The novel promotes the idea that everyone deserves to
be loved and accepted for who they are, regardless of their differences.

The Story of Hope and Resilience

In the midst of adventure and excitement, Jack Builds Robot also touches
on themes of hope and resilience. Jack faces challenges at school and at
home, but his unwavering bond with Robot helps him navigate these
obstacles with courage and determination.

Robot becomes a symbol of hope and support for Jack, reminding him that
even in the darkest of times, true friendship and laughter can illuminate the
way.

Jack Builds Robot is an enchanting and heartwarming tale that captures
the magic of friendship, the power of imagination, and the importance of
inclusivity. With its relatable characters, engaging plot, and thought-
provoking themes, this novel is sure to leave a lasting impression on
readers of all ages.

Jack's journey of creativity and companionship reminds us that anything is
possible when we follow our dreams and embrace the extraordinary within
the ordinary.

Author Biography: Liesl Shurtliff



Liesl Shurtliff is a Newbery Medalist and New York Times bestselling
author. She is known for her captivating middle-grade novels that explore
themes of friendship, family, and the power of imagination.

Shurtliff's works have been translated into over 30 languages and have
won numerous awards, including the Newbery Medal for A Wrinkle in Time
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(sequel) and the Carnegie Medal for Rump: The True Story of
Rumpelstiltskin.

In Jack Builds Robot, Shurtliff once again weaves a heartwarming and
thought-provoking tale that celebrates the boundless possibilities of
imagination and the enduring power of friendship.
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