
How to Stage Greek Tragedy Today: A Guide
to Bringing the Classics to Life

Greek tragedy is a genre of theatre that emerged in ancient Greece in the
6th century BCE. These plays were often performed in large outdoor
amphitheatres and dealt with weighty themes such as fate, destiny, and the
human condition. Greek tragedies are still performed today, and they
continue to offer audiences a powerful and thought-provoking experience.
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However, staging a Greek tragedy today can be a challenge. The plays
were written for a very different time and place, and they can be difficult to
adapt to modern sensibilities. In this article, we will provide a guide to
staging Greek tragedy today. We will discuss how to choose a play, how to
adapt it for a modern audience, and how to create a powerful and evocative
performance.

Choosing a Play

The first step in staging a Greek tragedy is to choose a play. There are
many great plays to choose from, but not all of them are suitable for a
modern audience. Some plays, such as Aeschylus's "Oresteia," are very
long and complex. Others, such as Sophocles's "Philoctetes," are more
intimate and focused.

When choosing a play, it is important to consider the following factors:

* Length: A Greek tragedy can be anywhere from 90 minutes to three
hours long. Choose a play that is long enough to be satisfying, but not so
long that it will bore your audience. * Complexity: Greek tragedies are
often complex and difficult to understand. Choose a play that is accessible
to your audience, but that still offers enough intellectual stimulation to make
it worthwhile. * Relevance: Greek tragedies deal with universal themes
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such as fate, destiny, and the human condition. Choose a play that is
relevant to your audience's lives.

Adapting the Play for a Modern Audience

Once you have chosen a play, you need to adapt it for a modern audience.
This may involve making changes to the language, the setting, or the
characters.

* Language: Greek tragedies were written in ancient Greek, which is a
very different language from modern English. You will need to translate the
play into a language that your audience can understand. You can either use
a traditional translation or create your own. * Setting: Greek tragedies were
often set in ancient Greece. You can either keep the setting the same or
update it to a modern location. If you update the setting, you will need to
make sure that the play still makes sense. * Characters: The characters in
Greek tragedies are often very different from modern people. You may
need to change their names, their backgrounds, or their motivations.
However, you should be careful not to change the characters so much that
they become unrecognizable.

Creating a Powerful and Evocative Performance

Once you have adapted the play for a modern audience, you need to
create a powerful and evocative performance. This involves paying
attention to the following elements:

* Acting: The acting in a Greek tragedy is very important. The actors need
to be able to bring the characters to life and to convey the play's themes.
Choose actors who are experienced and who are passionate about the
play. * Directing: The director of a Greek tragedy is responsible for



bringing all the elements of the production together. The director needs to
have a clear vision for the play and be able to work with the actors and the
crew to create a cohesive and powerful performance. * Set design: The
set design for a Greek tragedy can help to create the play's atmosphere.
The set should be simple and evocative, and it should help to focus the
audience's attention on the play's action. * Costume design: The costume
design for a Greek tragedy can help to create the characters' identities. The
costumes should be authentic and visually appealing, and they should help
the actors to create their characters. * Lighting: The lighting for a Greek
tragedy can help to create the play's mood. The lighting should be used to
create atmosphere and to focus the audience's attention on the play's
action. * Sound: The sound for a Greek tragedy can help to create the
play's atmosphere. The sound can be used to create music, sound effects,
and other sounds that help to bring the play to life.

Staging a Greek tragedy today can be a challenge, but it is also a
rewarding experience. By following the steps outlined in this article, you
can create a powerful and evocative performance that will bring the
classics to life for a modern audience.
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