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Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad is a novella that tells the story of
Marlow, a sailor who travels to the Congo in search of Kurtz, a charismatic
but ruthless ivory trader. The novel explores the themes of imperialism,
racism, and the darkness that can exist within the human heart.
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Conrad's novella is a complex and challenging work of literature, but it is
also a powerful and unforgettable story. Maxnotes Literature Guides
provide students with a comprehensive analysis of Heart of Darkness,
including:

A detailed summary of the plot

An analysis of the characters

A discussion of the themes
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A guide to the literary devices used by Conrad

A section on the historical and cultural context of the novel

Maxnotes Literature Guides are written by experienced educators and
literary scholars, and they are designed to help students understand and
appreciate the great works of literature. Whether you are a student studying
Heart of Darkness for the first time or a teacher looking for resources to
help your students, Maxnotes Literature Guides can help you get the most
out of this classic novel.

Summary of the Plot

Heart of Darkness begins with Marlow, a sailor, recounting his experiences
to a group of friends on a ship anchored in the River Thames. Marlow's
story takes place many years earlier, when he was hired by a Belgian
company to travel to the Congo and bring back ivory. Marlow's journey up
the Congo is a difficult and dangerous one. He encounters treacherous
rapids, hostile natives, and the oppressive heat and humidity of the
rainforest. As Marlow travels deeper into the Congo, he also begins to learn
more about Kurtz, the ivory trader he has been sent to find. Kurtz is a
charismatic and enigmatic figure, but he is also a ruthless and violent man.
Marlow is fascinated by Kurtz, but he is also repelled by his darkness.
When Marlow finally reaches Kurtz's camp, he finds that Kurtz has gone
mad. Kurtz has become a cruel and despotic ruler, and he is worshipped by
the natives as a god. Marlow is horrified by what he sees, and he knows
that he must escape from Kurtz's camp. Marlow's journey back down the
Congo is even more difficult and dangerous than his journey upriver. He is
physically and emotionally exhausted, and he is haunted by the memories
of what he has seen in the Congo. When Marlow finally returns to Europe,



he is a changed man. He has seen the darkness that can exist within the
human heart, and he knows that he can never forget what he has
experienced.

Analysis of the Characters

Heart of Darkness is a novel about many complex and fascinating
characters. The main character, Marlow, is a complex and enigmatic figure.
He is a man of great intelligence and experience, but he is also a man who
is haunted by the darkness he has seen in the Congo. Marlow is a man of
contradictions. He is both fascinated and repelled by Kurtz, and he is both
drawn to and afraid of the darkness that exists within himself. Kurtz is
another complex and fascinating character. He is a charismatic and brilliant
man, but he is also a ruthless and violent tyrant. Kurtz is a man who has
been corrupted by the power he has acquired in the Congo. He has
become a god to the natives, but he is also a demon to Marlow. The other
characters in Heart of Darkness are also well-developed and complex.
They include:

The unnamed manager of the Belgian company

The brickmaker

The Russian trader

The African natives

Each of these characters plays an important role in the novel, and they all
contribute to the overall meaning of the story.

Discussion of the Themes



Heart of Darkness is a novel that explores a number of important themes,
including:

Imperialism

Racism

The darkness that can exist within the human heart

Conrad's novel is a powerful indictment of imperialism. He shows how
imperialism can corrupt and destroy both the colonizers and the colonized.
Conrad also explores the theme of racism in Heart of Darkness. He shows
how racism can lead to violence and hatred. Conrad's novel is ultimately a
pessimistic work about the human condition. He shows how the darkness
that exists within the human heart can lead to evil and destruction.
However, Conrad also shows that there is still hope for redemption. Marlow
is able to return to Europe and tell his story, and he is able to warn others
about the dangers of imperialism and racism.

Guide to the Literary Devices Used by Conrad

Conrad uses a variety of literary devices in Heart of Darkness, including:

Symbolism

Imagery

Metaphor

Foreshadowing

Irony



Conrad's use of symbolism is particularly effective in Heart of Darkness.
For example, the Congo River is a symbol of the darkness that exists within
the human heart. The river is a dangerous and treacherous place, and it is
full of hidden dangers. Just as the Congo River is a symbol of the darkness
within, the jungle is a symbol of the savagery and violence that can exist in
the human heart. The jungle is a dangerous and unforgiving place, and it is
full of hidden dangers. Conrad also uses imagery to create a vivid and
realistic setting for his novel. The descriptions of the Congo River and the
jungle are particularly effective in creating a sense of atmosphere and
place. Conrad's use of metaphor is also particularly effective in Heart of
Darkness. For example, he describes Kurtz as "a
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