
Collective Leadership in Soviet Politics:
Palgrave Studies in Political

Collective Leadership in Soviet Politics (Palgrave
Studies in Political Leadership) by Timothy M. Kusky

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 882 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 361 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

The concept of collective leadership is central to understanding the political
dynamics of the Soviet Union. From the aftermath of Stalin's death in 1953
until the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Soviet leadership was
collectively exercised by the Politburo and the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU).

This system of collective leadership was designed to prevent the
emergence of another Stalinist dictatorship. It was based on the principle of
"democratic centralism," which meant that decisions were made collectively
by the leadership, but once a decision was made, it was binding on all
members of the party.

In practice, however, collective leadership was often a complex and fluid
process. The dynamics of the leadership changed over time, and the
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balance of power between different leaders varied depending on a number
of factors, including their personal ambitions, their political skills, and the
support they enjoyed from other members of the leadership.

The Early Years: Khrushchev and the "Thaw"

The period after Stalin's death was marked by a period of relative
liberalization known as the "Thaw." This period was led by Nikita
Khrushchev, who became First Secretary of the CPSU in 1953.
Khrushchev denounced Stalin's crimes and initiated a number of reforms
designed to improve the lives of Soviet citizens.

Khrushchev's reforms included the release of political prisoners, the
expansion of social welfare programs, and the reduction of censorship. He
also attempted to improve relations with the West, and he met with U.S.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower at the Geneva Summit in 1955.

However, Khrushchev's reforms also met with resistance from conservative
elements within the party leadership. In 1957, he was forced to resign as
First Secretary after a failed attempt to remove his rivals from the Politburo.

The Brezhnev Era: Stability and Stagnation

Leonid Brezhnev became First Secretary of the CPSU in 1964. Brezhnev
presided over a period of relative stability and economic growth. However,
his leadership was also marked by a growing conservatism and a
crackdown on dissent.

Brezhnev's foreign policy was characterized by a policy of "peaceful
coexistence" with the West. However, he also increased Soviet military
spending and intervened in Afghanistan in 1979.



Brezhnev's leadership was also marked by a growing corruption and
inefficiency. By the late 1970s, the Soviet economy was in a state of
decline, and the country was facing a number of social problems, including
alcoholism, drug addiction, and crime.

Gorbachev and the End of the Soviet Union

Mikhail Gorbachev became General Secretary of the CPSU in 1985.
Gorbachev was a young and energetic leader who was committed to
reforming the Soviet system. He introduced a number of reforms, including
glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring).

Gorbachev's reforms led to a loosening of political controls and a greater
degree of economic freedom. However, they also led to a number of
unintended consequences, including ethnic unrest and economic instability.

In 1991, the Soviet Union collapsed. The collapse of the Soviet Union was
due to a number of factors, including the failure of Gorbachev's reforms, the
rising tide of nationalism in the Soviet republics, and the economic and
political crisis that the Soviet Union was facing.

The concept of collective leadership was central to the political dynamics of
the Soviet Union. It was a system that was designed to prevent the
emergence of another Stalinist dictatorship, but it was also a system that
was often complex and fluid.

The dynamics of collective leadership changed over time, and the balance
of power between different leaders varied depending on a number of
factors. In the early years, Khrushchev led a period of relative liberalization,



but he was forced to resign after a failed attempt to remove his rivals from
the Politburo.

Brezhnev presided over a period of relative stability and economic growth,
but his leadership was also marked by a growing conservatism and a
crackdown on dissent. In the late 1980s, Gorbachev introduced a number
of reforms, but they led to a number of unintended consequences, including
ethnic unrest and economic instability.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 was due to a number of factors,
including the failure of Gorbachev's reforms, the rising tide of nationalism in
the Soviet republics, and the economic and political crisis that the Soviet
Union was facing.
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