
Anarchism in Latin America: A Long and
Complex History
Anarchism is a political philosophy that advocates for the abolition of all
forms of government. Anarchists believe that the state is inherently
oppressive and that individuals should be free to live their lives without
interference from the authorities.
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Anarchism has a long and complex history in Latin America. The first
anarchist organizations in the region were founded in the late 19th century,
and anarchism played a significant role in the Mexican Revolution of 1910-
1920. In the 20th century, anarchism continued to be a force in Latin
American politics, particularly in countries like Argentina, Brazil, and Chile.

There are many different strands of anarchism, but the most common are:

Individualist anarchism, which emphasizes the importance of
individual liberty and opposes all forms of collective action.
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Social anarchism, which believes that individuals should work
together to create a more just and equitable society.

Anarcho-communism, which advocates for the abolition of private
property and the establishment of a communist society.

There have been many prominent anarchists in Latin America, including:

Mikhail Bakunin, a Russian anarchist who played a key role in the
development of anarchist thought.

Ricardo Flores Magón, a Mexican anarchist who led the Mexican
Revolution.

Emma Goldman, an American anarchist who lived in exile in Latin
America for many years.

José Ingenieros, an Argentine anarchist who was one of the most
important intellectual figures in Latin America in the early 20th century.

Anarchism has had a significant impact on Latin American politics and
society. Anarchists have fought for workers' rights, land reform, and social
justice. They have also played a role in the development of alternative
education and healthcare systems. In some countries, anarchists have
even held government office.

Today, anarchism continues to be a force in Latin American politics.
Anarchist organizations are active in many countries in the region, and they
are playing a role in the struggle for social and economic justice.

Anarchism is a complex and diverse political philosophy with a long and
rich history in Latin America. Anarchists have played a significant role in the



region's politics and society, and they continue to be a force for change
today.
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